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There have been revolutions and acts of violence
before order was finally restored> but from October,
1929, when the late King Muhammad Nazir Shah
defeated the brigand Bacha-i-Saqau, and captured
Kabul, there have been remarkable peace and
progress under able and enlightened administration.
Nazir Shah himself, in 1931, proclaimed a liberal
Constitution. The Senate is nominated by the King:
the National Assembly is elected by universal male
suffrage. The Assembly possesses full deliberative,
advisory, and legislative powers in every department
of government. The Executive is vested in a Cabinet
consisting of the Premier, Presidents of the Assembly
and Senate, eight Ministers and two Directors-
General, who are jointly and severally responsible to
the Parliament.1
In four years, the King Nazir Shah had reformed
the whole administration and had laid firmly the
foundation of a fully organized, modern State. Then
a tragic event took place. He was murdered, at
point-blank range, by the retainer of a treacherous
general who had been executed a year before, on
account of his share in the rebellion. The new King,
Muhammad Zahir Khan, was at once unanimously
accepted in his place. The late King's personality
had been so great and his sacrifices for his country
had been so vast, that no one questioned the succes-
sion of his only son to the throne.
1 See Afghanistan A Brief Survey, by Jamaluddm Ahmad and M
Abdul Aziz, with preface by Sir Muhammad Iqbal (published by Long-
mans, Green & Co)